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In the Department of the French Diplomatic Archives, which is located in Nantes, there is the “internal” diplomatic correspondence, that is, the correspondence of the French Consuls with the Ambassadors, as well as with other French Consular and Commercial Agents. Until today, this correspondence has been minimally used by historians, in contrast with the correspondence of the French Consuls with the Ministers, which is kept in the Archives Nationales (before the French Revolution) and in the Archives du Ministère des Affaires Étrangères (after the French Revolution). The archives of CADN (Centre des Archives Diplomatiques de Nantes) are among the richest French diplomatic sources, since in the “internal” diplomatic correspondence are registered in detail even events and situations, which it was not necessary to be reported to the French Government; thus, the particular archival material traces in an incomparably large scale, the economic, political and social conditions of the Consul’s place of residence.


The consular correspondence of Larnaca in CADN consists of 33 archival units (boxes of single documents and volumes of bound documents) and covers the period 1751-1912. The first 21 archival units mainly contain the correspondence of the Consuls of Larnaca with other consuls and merchants in the Ottoman Empire, while the other 22 archival units mainly contain the correspondence of the Consuls with the Ambassadors in Istanbul. The numbering of this archival material does not always follow a chronological order. For example, archival unit no. 23 covers the periods 1810-1814 and 1826-1829, while the following archival unit, no. 24, covers the period 1814-1825. Τhe research focused only on the archival material concerning the Ottoman period (1571-1878), that is, archival units nos. 1-31. During the Ottoman period, Larnaca was the seat of the only French Consul in Cyprus, as well as the place of residence of the French commercial community of the island (Nicosia was then the seat of a representative of the Consul). Therefore, the consular correspondence of Larnaca constitutes a source for the history of the entire island and not only for the particular city.


The catalogue (Excel file) comprises all the documents attached to the consular correspondence of Larnaca (bulletins, états, mémoires, notes, notices, rapports), as well as their accompanying letters, which, however, are not always extant. Beyond the material coming from the consular correspondence, to the catalogue have been added the mémoires concerning the commerce of Larnaca, which are to be found in the same archives (CADN), in two volumes, into which were bound the most important mémoires for the Eastern Mediterranean, drafted towards the end of the 17th and the beginning of the 18th century. These two volumes bear the call numbers: Ambassade de Constantinople, série A, v. 56 and 59.
